
To meet Kentucky High School Graduation requirements students must have three years of Social Studies courses.  Most academically focused 
colleges and universities prefer four years of Social Studies courses on your transcripts.  

 
Are you AP Human Geography ready?  
The AP curriculum, administered by The College Board, consists of standardized high school courses that are roughly equivalent to undergraduate 
college courses  (so your freshman in high school will be tackling freshman-level college work). After completing an AP class, students typically 
take the AP exam in that subject, which can earn them credits and accelerated placement in college. 
 

Who should take AP? 

The Advanced Placement experience is not for every student. Before choosing to enroll your child in an AP course, consider these factors: 

● Your child's skills. AP courses in the humanities-English, history, philosophy, etc.-require heavy amounts of reading and writing. Is your student 
prepared for long, difficult reading assignments, extensive note taking, and multiple essays? 

● Your child's schedule. A student who plays sports year-round, holds leadership positions in one or more extracurricular activities, and/or has a 
part-time job may find it difficult to meet the sizeable obligations of an AP class.  APHG students will have to allocate time outside of class for 
consistent review, in addition to homework.  Think about the overall grade expectation you have for this course and your individual child- can 
they meet the requirements and still manage their stress level? 

What are some things I should know or be able to do BEFORE beginning AP Human Geography?  
1. Know your continents (North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, Antarctica) 
2. Know Cardinal Directions (North, South, West, East) 
3. Know the locations of the following countries: United States, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, United Kingdom, India, South Africa, China, Russia, 

Indonesia, Japan, North Korea, South Korea 
4. Think conceptually, not just memorize information.  Be able to APPLY content to real-life scenarios. 
5. Read an academic text and translate it into your own words. 
6. Read a longer article and articulate the main ideas of the article. 
7. Pay attention to current events (especially at the global level). 
8. Make a statement and support it with factual information. 
9. Dedicate time in your schedule to independent review. 
10. Work in small groups with other students. 

 
 
 
Adapted: https://www.studypoint.com/ed/ap-classes/  

 



 

Course AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY ADVANCED WORLD GEOGRAPHY HONORS GEOGRAPHY 
Description This course analyzes the relationship between 

people and space.  The specific units examined 
during the course include population 
geography, cultural geography, political 
geography, agricultural and rural geography, 
economic geography, and urban geography. 
Students are expected to take the AP exam at 
the end of the course. Students may 
potentially earn college placement or credit 
based upon exam performance.  This course is 
highly recommended for students planning to 
take other Advanced Placement courses 
during high school. 
This course is REQUIRED for students wanting 
to take AP Capstone (Seminar and Research 
during their sophomore and junior years). 

The class begins with an introduction to 
geography, in which students will learn the 
five themes of geography, the features that 
define the earth, how to study people and 
cultures of the earth, and how to use 
geographic tools.  Students will use the skills 
they have learned to apply to regional areas of 
the world.  Each area will also be addressed in 
terms of its culture, which includes the study 
of population patterns, history and 
government, cultures/lifestyles, and current 
issues. 

This project-based course will prepare students 
to become knowledgeable citizens of a diverse, 
global society.  Honors Geography introduces 
the student to geography and the skills and 
methods of geographers.  Students will learn 
patterns, geographic skills, and concepts and 
processes that have shaped modern human 
societies as they complete a series of hands-on 
projects throughout the class.  

Difficulty College course content, but in a high school 
setting (including lots of support) 

Advanced course content (accelerated 
content, in between AP and Honors level) 

Honors course content (more of a typical high 
school level course) 

Textbook Introductory college-level textbook  High school textbook High school textbook 
Average 
Workload 

Regular reading assignments of 5-15 pages, 
includes notetaking over reading assignments, 
more emphasis on quizzes and tests, fewer 
written homework assignments, approximately 
3-4 hours per week of out of class time needed 
for the typical student. 

Nightly written homework assignments, less 
independent study work, approximately 1-2 
hours per week of out of class time needed for 
the typical student. 

Periodic homework assignment, most 
assignments are completed within class time. 
Approximately 30 min-1 hour per week of out of 
class time needed for the typical student.  

Typical 
Schedule 

Most students taking the course also take all 
Advanced-level courses, especially in English.  

Most students taking the course also take a 
combination of Advanced and Honors level 
courses. 

Most students taking the course take Honors 
and Comprehensive courses. 

GPA 
Impact 

5.0 scale 
A= 5.0 
B= 3.75 
C= 2.5 

4.0 scale 
A=4.0 
B=3.0 
C=2.0 

4.0 scale 
A=4.0 
B=3.0 
C=2.0 

*Please note that these are general guidelines and that individual circumstances should be considered. 


