
COLLEGE PROCESS
JUNIOR CLASS MEETING

📍Finding the Best Fit
📍The Application Process 
📍The Common Application



YOUR COUNSELOR

¡Marti K. Johnston – A – L

¡Amy Medley – M – Z 

¡Kevin Fowler – A – Z (YPAS Majors)



FINDING THE BEST FIT

¡ Academics:
¡ Major/minor programs
¡ Research
¡ Large classes/small seminars
¡ Liberal Art Curriculum

¡ Location:  
¡ Do you want to be close to your family or far away?  
¡ Do you prefer a rural, urban, or suburban setting?  
¡ Do you care about the location’s climate?

¡ Size:  
¡ Do you want a close-knit college experience where everyone knows, or knows of, 

everyone else?  
¡ Or, do you want to attend a big school so you’ll always have the chance to meet new 

people?



FINDING THE BEST FIT
¡ Public/Private:  

¡ Do you have a preference for public or private school?  
¡ Public schools tend to have more students from that state than private schools 

– is that a plus or a minus?
¡ Housing:  

¡ Do you want to live on campus all four years?  
¡ Would living off campus in the surrounding area be affordable?  
¡ Is it more expensive to be on campus, relying on the school’s housing and meal plan?

¡ Social Life:  
¡ Do you want to attend a school with prominent Greek life? 
¡ Do you want a school that has more of a social scene on campus or off campus?
¡ How do you like to spend your weekends?  
¡ Do you want to be with a similar or diverse student body?



FINDING THE BEST FIT

¡ Athletics:
¡ Is a strong school athletic program important to you?  
¡ Do you want a lively, sports-crazed atmosphere?  
¡ Are you uninterested in or put off by sports?

¡ Extracurricular Activities:
¡ Are there certain clubs or extracurricular activities that you want to join?  
¡ Do you want to play intramural sports?

¡ Finances:
¡ How much can your family or you realistically afford to spend per year?



UNDERSTANDING COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

¡ Start investigating college websites 
¡ Visit colleges when you can
¡ Read the information colleges send you
¡ Admission is not a “Trophy” or a “Prize” – look for a good fit
¡ It is not the college you attend, but what you do once you get 

there that counts
¡ Colleges require a good deal of independent initiative and 

personal responsibility in order to be successful. 



Dream School:  a school you would like to attend but where your 
chances of acceptance seem slim. 

Reach School – a school where your chances are possible - some 
students with credentials like yours have been admitted. 

Safety School – a school that seldom rejects candidates with your 
credentials (at least one in state for KEES money)

HOW MANY SCHOOLS? (BALANCED LIST)



Admission Options:  Non – Restrictive Plans Restrictive Plans

Regular 
Decision

Rolling 
Admission

Early Action (EA) Early Decision (ED) Restrictive Early Actions 
(REA)

Students submit 
an application 
by a specified 
date and 
receive a 
decision in a 
clearly stated 
period of time.

Institutions review 
applications as they 
are submitted and 
render admission 
decisions 
throughout the 
admission cycle.

Students apply early 
and receive a decision 
well in advance of the 
institution’s regular 
response date.

Students make a 
commitment to a 
first-choice institution 
where, if admitted 
they definitely will 
enroll.  The application 
deadline and decision 
deadline occur early.

Students apply to an 
institution of preference and 
receive a decision early.  They 
may be restricted from 
applying ED or EA or REA to 
other institutions.  If offered, 
they have until May 1 to 
confirm.

Notified:
Mar 15 – April 1

Notified:  
Within weeks

Notified:
Varies, 
usually Nov. – Dec.

Notified:
Varies, 
usually Nov. – Dec.

Notified:
Varies, 
usually Nov. – Dec. 

Non-Binding Non-Binding Non-Binding Binding Non-Binding



WISH LIST ITEMS TO CONSIDER:

¡ Honors Colleges 
¡ Travel/Study Abroad
¡ Renewable Scholarships
¡ Research at the Freshman Level
¡ Study Communities – Housed by Majors/Areas of Interest
¡ Rock Star Effect – One of the top students on a public school campus 

vs. one of the top students on an ivy/competitive campus with other 
top students.

¡ Freshman level courses taught by full professors, not graduate 
assistants (GA’s)



ADMISSION OFFICES LISTEN TO ….

¡ Engineering School – wants more women
¡ Mathematics Professors – want to see conceptual creativity
¡ Social Scientists - students who will push issues and provoke discussions
¡ Biology Researchers – want at least some students who are genuinely interested 

in biology rather than studying it as a stepping-stone to medical school.
¡ Student Life – leaders who will run for student organizations; writers for student 

newspaper; actors to walk to stage; athletes; just plan nice kids who will make 
the residence hall a fun place.

¡ Administration – wants geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic diversity. 



www.commonapp.org
(over 800 

colleges/universities)



College Search



College # Applied 
(2 yrs.)

College # Applied 
(2 yrs.)

University of Louisville 1296 Ohio State University 75

University of Kentucky 607 University of Alabama 73

Western Kentucky University 397 Purdue University 69

University of Cincinnati 193 Murray State University 68

Bellarmine University 190 Northwestern 60

Centre College 149 University of N. Carolina 60

Indiana University - Bloomington 140 Boston University 58

Eastern Kentucky University 135 University of Michigan 58

Northern Kentucky University 134 Harvard University 57

Vanderbilt University 127 JCTC 53

Washington University - St. Louis 108 Yale University 52

Miami University - Ohio 82 Case Western 48

University of Chicago 77 New York University 47



College # Applied
(2 yrs.)

College # Applied 
(2 yrs.)

DePaul University 45 University of Southern Calif. 35

U. of South Carolina 45 University of Virginia 35

Duke University 44 Tulane University 34

Stanford University 40 Hanover College 33

John Hopkins 38 Cornell University 32

Georgia Institute of Technology 37 Middle Tennessee State University 31

Ball State University 36 Northeastern University 31

Columbia University 35 University of Illinois 31

Emory University 35 Xavier University 31

Indiana University Southeast 35 Massachusetts Institute of Tech. 30

Princeton University 35 Wright State University 30



Dashboard
§ Check Requirements
§ Deadlines
§ Application
§ Writing Supplement



School Specific 
Supplements



Profile Section
§ Personal Information
§ Address
§ Contact Details
§ Demographics
§ Geography
§ Language
§ Citizenship
§ Fee Waiver

Family Section
§ Household
§ Parent/Siblings



Education Section

§ Current/Recent Secondary 
School

§ Other Secondary Schools
§ Colleges & Universities
§ Grades (GPA)
§ Current/Recent Year Courses
§ Honors (5)
§ Community-Based 

Organizations (3)
§ Future Plans



Honors (5)



Testing Section

Students can include 
ACT, SAT, SAT Subject 
Tests, & AP Scores



Activities (10)

§ Activity Type
§ Position/Leadership
§ Describe Activity
§ Grade Levels
§ Timing of 

Participation



Writing Section 
(250 – 650 words)



Writing Section -

Additional Information



OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES
¡ Overcoming personal adversity/unusual hardship
¡ Alumni connection
¡ Demonstrated Interest
¡ Geographic Consideration: ( in-state resident, from school with few 

applicants)
¡ Cultural awareness/experiences (Different languages spoken)
¡ First generation to go to college from family
¡ Low-economic family background
¡ Underrepresented minority (for reporting purposes only)
¡ Faculty/staff connection
¡ Military veteran/Peace Corps





COUNSELOR’S ONLINE RESOURCES

@dmhsguidance

Counseling Website:  
www.dupontmanualcounseling.com/

Scholarship Website:  
gomanualgo.weebly.com/


